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JUDGE OF THE YEAR 2019 

I am so happy to 
have the “Judge of 
the Year” award 

2019. 
 
I am very grateful to 
everyone who 
supported me and 
voted for me. 
 
TICA started in 1979. 
Four years later, 

accompanying Ms. Ohira, I attended the 
TICA Annual held in Dallas. The venue for 
the cat show and banquet looked like a 
castle. I recall now that, at the time, I could 
hardly understand which awards were 
which; nor could I manage the dinner: it 
was my first experience of having a buffet. 
 
The way the judges handled the cats was 
amazing, and seeing it was another first for 
me: It was as if magicians were performing 
with their trick cards or their magic ribbons. 
 
And, as well as the cats being beautiful, the 
judges were beautiful, too. I remember 
being especially taken with the  beauty of  
Ms. Maureen Nottingham's hands. 
 
I came back to Japan with a bit of culture-
shock, but I was also able to enjoy some 
sightseeing with Ms. Ohira at that time, and 
I was deeply impressed with how wonderful 
the state of Texas was; and the Alamo was 
especially interesting to me as I am a great 
fan of American movies. 
 
Back then, TICA Japan had only three cat 
clubs in the whole country: two in Tokyo 
and one in Nagoya. No matter how hard 
those three clubs worked for shows, Japan 
was an Isolated area, and we had a long 
way to go before we could compete with 
American cats at the same level. 
 
I chartered the Enjoy Cat Club in 1993. My 
goal was to transform TICA Japan and 
bring us on to that main track. To organize 
as many shows as possible was the only 
way to do that. I still believe that now. 
 
Our cat show to be held on the 21st and 22nd of September, 
2019 will be the 123rd show in the 27th year since the club's 
founding. 
 
We have a special event once a year : TICA members will 
gather from all over the country for the cat show and will stay 
at a cats-friendly hotel to enjoy a hot spring and Japanese 
style party after the shows. 
 
By the way, I was wondering to myself: Why is it that, these 
days, young judges, whose names I don't even know, are often 
selected for Judge of the Year? What happened to all those 
very experienced and excellent American judges? 
 
 

And I thought that an old era had ended. And then the 
members in Japan stood up and offered me their support. 
 
In the last 5 to 6 years, a number of protests have been filed 
against me at TICA meetings; all by the same person. 
Whatever the reason, there is someone who never forgives. 
And I wondered to myself if, under the circumstances, TICA 
would even consider me. 
 
I can say that this is the happiest moment of my life. 
 
I tell you truly that, right now, I am the happiest ever in all my 
life.  
 
Thank you so very much to everyone. 
 
Motoko Oizumi 


